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Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav – 75 weeks of Grand celebrations for the 75th Anniversary of 

Indian Independence: 

The Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav is a 75 week long celebrations of the 75th Anniversary of Indian 

Independence. The event was launched today, on the 12th of March, which signifies the 

anniversary of start of Dandi March. Every state participated in the launch of these grand 

celebrations.  

The celebrations were launched by Hon’ble Prime Minister from New Delhi and also 

simultaneously by respective Chief Ministers from all the states in India. 

The Hon’ble CM Shri. Y. S. Jagan Mohan Reddy launched the celebrations from the home of the 

Late Shri. Pingali Venkayya, the freedom fighter from Andhra Pradesh who designed our national 

flag. The event is being celebrated at three prime locations in Andhra Pradesh – Vijayawada, 

Vishakapatnam and Tirupathi. 

The Hon’ble CM flew down to the remote town of Macherla in Guntur District, the residence town 

of Smt. Ghantasala Seetha Mahalakshmi the Daughter of Shri. Pingali Venkayya and other family 

members. 

The event started with garlanding of the statue of Mahatma Gandhi Ji and honouring the photo of 

Late Shri. Pingali Venkayya. The Hon’ble CM then proceeded to felicitate Smt. Seetha Mahalakshmi 

with a shawl and a bouquet. 

This was followed by an interaction with Smt. Seetha Mahalakshmi and other family members. 

The Hon’ble CM struck an emotional chord with her and other family members reminiscing the 

freedom struggle and the contribution of various freedom fighters. The Hon’ble CM mentioned 

that it is a matter of great pride to the state that the national flag has been designed by Late. Shri. 

Pingali Venkayya. 

The family members expressed immense happiness and gratitude towards the Hon’ble CM for 

taking time out and for recognizing the efforts of Late Shri. Pingali Venkayya. 

The Hon’ble CM also presented an honorary cash award of Rs. 75 Lakhs to Smt. Seetha 

Mahalakshmi. The amount has been sanctioned vide G.O. Rt. No. 33 YATC Department dated 

11.03.2021 and has also been credited on 12.03.2021.  

The Hon’ble CM wrote a D.O. Letter to the Hon’ble Prime Minister requesting the Central 

Government to confer Bharat Ratna (posthumously) upon Late Shri. Pingali Venkayya. 

The event was conceptualized and coordinated by Spl. Chief Secretary to the Government, 

Tourism, Culture, Archaeology & Museum, Dr. Rajat Bhargava IAS. 

The event was attended by Shri. Muttamsetti Srinivas Rao, Hon’ble Tourism Minister; Smt. 

Mekathoti Sucharita, Hon’ble Home Minister; Shri. Vivek Yadav IAS, Collector & DM Guntur 

District; Shri. Mallikarjun, Director, Culture Department and other officials. 

  



 

 

 

On the launch of, “Azadi ka Amrut Mahotsav” program, Hon’ble CM visits the house of Smt. 

Seethamahalakshmi, daughter of late Sri. Pingali Venkaiah; the creator of Indian National 

Flag, and honors her with a cheque of INR 75 Lakhs as 75 signifies, 75 glorious years of 

Indian Independence celebration program that is getting launched today. 

 

Hon’ble CM also writes to Hon’ble PM for conferring Bharat Ratna (posthumously) to late 

Sri. Pingali Venkaiah. 

  



 

 

  



The Revolutionary Freedom Movement – Dandi March/Salt Satyagraha 

Dandi March was an act of nonviolent civil disobedience led by Mahatma Gandhi. It was a 24 day 

long march from 12 March 1930 to 5 April 1930 and was a  direct-action campaign of tax 

resistance and nonviolent protest against the British salt monopoly.  

The march spanned 240 miles (390 km), from Sabarmati Ashram to Dandi.  The Salt March to 

Dandi, and the beating by British police of hundreds of nonviolent protesters in Dharasana, which 

received worldwide news coverage, demonstrated the effective use of civil disobedience as a 

technique for fighting social and political injustice.  The march was the most significant organised 

challenge to British authority since the Non-cooperation movement of 1920–22, and directly 

followed the Purna Swaraj declaration of sovereignty and self-rule by the Indian National 

Congress on 26 January 1930. It gained worldwide attention which gave impetus to the Indian 

independence movement and started the nationwide Civil Disobedience Movement that 

continued till 1934. The satyagraha teachings of Gandhi and the March to Dandi had a significant 

influence on American activists Martin Luther King Jr., James Bevel, and others during the Civil 

Rights Movement for civil rights for African Americans and other minority groups in the 1960s. 

 

History of the Legendary Freedom Fighter who hails from Andhra Pradesh and designed 

the Indian National Flag – Shri Pingali Venkayya: 

Venkaiah was born on 2nd August 1878 in Peddakallepalli village of Krishna district in Andhra 

Pradesh. Inspired by Subhash Chandra Bose’s call for an Indian Army, Venkaiah left for Bombay 

when he was nineteen to join the military services. After training at the academy, he was sent on 

duty to Africa where he participated in the Boer War (1899 - 1902). It was during his stay in Africa 

that he first met Mahatma Gandhi and came under the influence of his ideology.  

After his return from Africa, he became a member of the secret revolutionary units fighting 

against the British Raj and spent time in Eluru. His academic interests took him to Lahore to study 

Sanskrit, Urdu and Japanese in the Anglo Vedic School. Many years later in 1913, he was to give a 

full length speech in Japanese in Bapatla that made him famous as ‘Japan Venkaiah’. 

 

The Design of Indian National Flag by Shri. Pingali Venkayya: 

The 1906, the 22nd session of the Indian National Congress took place in Calcutta, presided by 

Dadabhai Naroji. Four famous resolutions of Swadeshi, Boycott, National Education and Swaraj 

were passed in this session. Venkaiah was present and took inspiration from this in his own style. 

Seeing his earlier work, a highly impressed Congress appointed him as a member of the executive 

meeting.  

In that meeting his patriotic sentiments were deeply hurt watching the Union Jack being hoisted. 

He decided he would do something about it. In 1916 he published a book titled ‘A National Flag 

for India’ which carried thirty designs of the flag. Between 1918 and 1921, in every session of the 

Congress, Venkaiah raised the issue of having an own flag. On his visit to Vijayawada in April 1921 

for a meeting of Indian National Congress, Venkaiah met Mahatma once again and showed him 

his publication with the various designs of the flag. This time Gandhi showed additional interest 

and asked him to make a fresh design that would be inspiring for every time and generation. 

Overnight Venkaiah designed the flag, which was formally approved by Gandhi in the National 

Congress Conference. The year 2021 marks the 100th Anniversary of this.  



 

Har Ghar Ka Jhanda Initiative – The Big Launch by the Hon’ble CM Shri. Y. S. Jagan Mohan 

Reddy: 

The Har Ghar Ka Jhanda Initiative wants to bring the National Flag to each house on the occasion 

of 75th Independence Day, 2021. 


